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OUR READERS WRITE 
Dear Walter: Along this same line, I know of at least one 


With reference to planning assignments in general 
as well as community betterment to be derived from 
planning, there are several aspects of recent trends, 
particularly post-war, which to me are rather dis- 
turbing. Some of these were discussed or intimated 
in your recent editorials concerning planning per- 
sonnel and decent standards of community develop- 
ment. Unfortunately, however, inexperienced or poorly 
qualified personnel are not always on the waiting 
list; due partly to the heavy post-war demand for 
planners and partly to other factors, many of these 
people stepped into positions of relative responsi- 
bility, positions requiring experience and knowledge 
which they had not yet had an opportunity to acquire 
or - especially in smaller communities - positions 
or assignments insufficiently remunerative to attract 
more experienced planners. 

In some cases where the community or the indi- 
vidual had also the benefit of advice of more expe- 
rienced planners, or where, in very exceptional cases, 
the individual himself developed rapidly, no damage 
has been done, but in many other cases there has been 
80 little accomplished in concrete achievement, or 
even errors in judgment made, projects poorly con- 
ceived, badly drawn legislation, zoning ordinances, 
etcetera, that these things can only ultimately react 
to the detriment of the planning movement and cause 
the affected communities to question the benefits of 
all planned developments. 

Without mentioning any planning schools, I know 
that the graduates of some of these colleges feel 
themselves fully qualified without any actual expe- 
rience to meet and solve the most difficult planning 
problems, and on interviewing one lad (who was only 
about to graduate!), I was told that he was not 
interested in a job which didn't provide immediate 
opportunities for creative planning! (This in 
X--------- !) One can well imagine what will happen 
in a community where such an individual is placed 
on his own resources. 





large city which has a substantial planning staff and 
budget and which has done little more than give lip 
service to planning for many years. Real problems 
of traffic congestion, lack of parking, inadequate 
recreation areas, crowded schools, poor housing, 
etcetera, continue to multiply and will be aggravated 
by substantial additional industrial growth, yet a 
recent editorial in this particular city while com- 
menting on local problems mentioned that the city had 
at least a good start in county zoning control - 
although this is based on extension, without substan- 
tial modification for rural and suburban conditions, 
of an obsolete city zoning ordinance. Sooner or 
later the citizens of this community will realize 
that they have not had benefit received from the 
expenditures for planning and again - what will this 
do to public confidence in planning controls and 
planned growth and in the whole planning procedure? 

Perhaps I am unduly concerned with these situa- 
tions, but these conditions together with the lower- 
ing of developmental standards such as you mentioned 
recently, the density standards promulgated by PHA 
and the excessive densities in general in too many 
recent housing projects, even some of the policies 
and practices exhibited in individual developments 
sponsored or approved by the FHA, give me pause to 
wonder. In addition, while the Federal Housing 
Act specifically requires the existence of a compre- 
hensive community plan before redevelopment funds 
can be obtained, I have begun to wonder what kind 
of plan has been used in some of the cities which 
did get such funds. 

In beginning I had no intention of writing at 
such length and I won't belabor these points further 
except to say that I agree that something should be 
done about the lowering of standards and the setting 
of densities inconsistent with good living conditions 
and sound community development. 

With best regards, 


(An ASPO member) 





NATIONAL PLANNING CONFERENCE 


PITTSBURGH 
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE 195! 


The Nominating Committee appointed by Presi- 
dent Pico to select a slate of Officers and 
Directors for the year 1951-1952 to be presented 
at the forthcoming National Planning Conference 
consists of the following members: 

Chairman: Sherwood Reeder, City Manager, 
Richmond, Virginia; Charles B. Bennett, Director, 
Los Angeles City Planning Department; Morris H. 
Hirsh, Director, South Side Planning Board, 
Chicago; William Anderson, Planning Engineer, 
City Planning Commission, Corpus Christi, Texas; 
Harvey S. Perloff, University of Chicago; Hugh 
Pomeroy, Director of Planning, Westchester County 
Planning Commission; George F. Emery, Director 
of Planning, Detroit City Plan Commission; Carl 
Feiss, Chief, Planning and Engineering Branch, 
Division of Slum Clearance and Urban Redevelop- 
ment, HHFA, Washington. 

Your suggestions can be submitted to any 
member of the committee. 











PLANNING LEGISLATION IN ONTARIO 


Recent amendments to planning legislation in 
the Province of Ontario include some interesting 
provisions. Regulations which may be imposed on 
the use of land and buildings by municipal councils 
for the purpose of community planning and to inm- 
plement officials plans have been extended to in- 
clude regulation of "cost or type of construction 
and the height, bulk, location, size, floor area, 
spacing, external design, character and use of 
buildings or structures to be erected within any 
defined area or areas or upon land abutting on any 
defined highway or part of a highway, and the mini- 
mum frontage and depth of the parcel of land, pro- 
portion of the area thereof which any building or 
structure may occupy." 

Municipalities may now require persons using 
land for purposes named in the by-law to provide 
off-street parking and loading facilities. The 
legislation also permits the establishment of mu- 
nicipal parking lots in congested areas "at the 
expense of the land which will benefit from the 
int.” 

Another new provision permits the establish- 
ment of building lines to provide for future street 
widenings. The constructien of other than tempo- 
rary one-story buildings between the street line 
and the building line may be prohibited. The mu- 
nicipality must acquire land required for widening 
within ten years or in some cases in a shorter 
period. 

The atquisition of land by local municipalities 
for lease or sale as industrial sites is also author- 
ized in the new legislation. 

Provision is made for acquisition and disposi- 
tion of buildings or land in non-conforming use or 
vacant lots having a frontage or depth less than 
the minimum prescribed for an area, and for the 
exchange of any non-conforming land for other land 
within the municipality. 
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PHILADELPHIA METROPOLITAN PLANNING 


Official planning for the Pennsylvania section 
of the Philadelphia metropolitan area has been for- 
mally established. The boards of county commis- 
sioners of Bucks, Delaware, and Montgomery Counties 
have ratified an agreement which sets up an official 
organization to be known as the Southeastern Inter- 
County Planning Commission of Pennsylvania. The 
commissioners of Chester County, the fourth county 
in the Pennsylvania section of the suburban area, 
have stated their intention of adhering to the con- 
mission at a later date. Local suspicions unfor- 
tunately prevent Philadelphia being included at 
present, but co-operation will occur at the staff 
level. 

The board of the metropolitan commission will 
have three members from each county (probably - but 
not necessarily - all members of the county's plan- 
ning commission), appointed by the county commis- 
sioners, who will not be eligible themselves. 

The planning commissions of the four counties 
are official agencies appointed by the county con- 
missioners under Pennsylvania enabling legislation. 
Two of them, the Montgomery and Delaware County 
planning commissions, are already staffed and in 
operation. The Philadelphia City Planning Commis- 
sion is functionally also a county planning commis- 
sion; Philadelphia city and county are co-extensive. 

The commission has nc legislative power, it is 
advisory to the boards of county commissioners. (Ths 
county planning commissions are of course advisory 
also, but have the duty of administering subdivision 
regulations.) It will have a full-time staff, will 
prepare base maps and information for the whole area, 
and will integrate the separate plans of the county 
commissions into general plans for the development of 
the area as a whole. A tentative budget of $13,000 
for the balance of 1951 has been discussed, but pro- 
portionate allocation among the counties on a suita- 
ble basis of population, area, wealth, or a combina- 
tion thereof, has yet to be decided. 

The metropolitan commission is expected to play 
a significant role in solving the critical problems 
resulting from rapid growth of the area. This is 
particularly true in hitherto rural Lower Bucks 
County, where U.S. Steel is building its $540,000,000 
Fairless Works, which may employ 7000 workers, most 
of whom will have to be brought in. (The building of 
some 5000 homes in the area is being predicted. ) 
A major highway net and an industrial location study 
are other immediate problems. 

In addition to the official agencies, there 
are several active citizen groups in the area: the 
Philadelphia Housing Association and the Citizens’ 
Council on City Planning in the city; the Housing & 
Planning Advisory Committee of Delaware County and 
the Housing & Planning Committee of Montgomery 
County, both affiliated with the Housing Association; 
and the Citizens’ Council for Bucks County Planning. 
All of these bodies have been active in stimulating 
the appointment of the official bodies. 

The next goal for metropolitan planning: to 
include the three suburban New Jersey counties, 
Camden, Gloucester, and Mercer, in the Inter-County 
organization. 
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POSITIONS AVAILABLE 


Berkeley, California: Junior P Tech- 
nician. Salary $3,240 - $3,005. (Qualified ap- 
pointees my start higher than minimum.) Qualifi- 
cations: college graduates who have had either 
training or professional experience in plan- 
ning. Last filing date July 27; examination 
August 11. Apply to Personnel Department, City 
Hall, Berkeley, California. 


Cleveland, Ohio: Regional Planning Commis- 
sion. Principal Planner. Salary $5,670 - $7,482. 
Qualifications: degree in city planning, archi- 
tecture, or landscape architecture, at least four 
years' experience, including a minimum of ‘two 
years in a responsible city plaming position. 
Main duties involve preparation of and carrying 
out a comprehensive plan for suburban mmicipality 
of 60,000 under general guidance of Regional of- 
fice. Write Proctor Noyes, Director, 415 The 
Arcade, Cleveland 14, Ohio. 


Dallas, Texas; City Plan Department. As- 
sociate Planner. Salary $3,000 - $4,200. Re- 
quires degree in landscape architecture. Write 
Civil Service Board, 412 City Hall, Dallas, Texas. 


Dayton, Ohio; Assistant City Planner. 
Salary $3, - $4,700. Qualifications: master's 


degree in planning; or bachelor's degree in 
planning with one year's experience in planning 
office; or a degree in an allied field with two 
years' experience in a planning office. Write 
Robert A. Flynn, Acting Planning Director, City 
Plan Board, 530 Mmicipal Building, Dayton, Ohio. 


Kansas City, Missouri: City Plan Commis- 
sion. Senior Planner, Salary $4,740 - $5,760. 
Qualifications: degree in city planning, archi- 
tecture or landscape architecture, plus five 
years' experience in city planning or closely 
related profession with at least two years' ex- 
perience in a supervisory capacity. Report writ- 
ing essential. Write Philip E. Geissal, Chief 
Planning Engineer, City Plan Commission, City 
Hall, Kansas City, Missouri. 


Nutley, New Jersey: Planner. Apply stating 
background and salary expected to Plaming Board, 
Town of Nutley, New Jersey. 


Sacramento, California: Redevelopment Agen- 
cy. Chief Redeve P Salary $5,400 - 
$6,600. Qualifications: bachelor's degree with 
specialization in city or regional planning and at 
least five years experience with a planning or re- 
development agency; or a minimum of three years 
experience with a planning agency; or 4 master's 
degree in city or regional planning. Write 
Harold F. Wise, Acting Executive Director, Re- 
development Agency of the City of Sacramento, 
Room 216 California Fruit Building, 1006 4th St., 
Sacramento 14, California. 





BILLBOARD AND SIGN CONTROL IN PUERTO RICO 


Act 427 of the Acts of 1951, recently adopted 
by the Puerto Rico legislature and approved by the 
governor, provides for the control and regulation 
of billboards and signs within a distance of 500 
meters on both sides from the center of the roads 
in Puerto Rico, except in such areas where the zon- 
ing regulations prepared by the Puerto Rico Plan- 
ning Board are or may become effective. Commercial 
signs without intermittent illumination may be erec- 
ted in the rural zone with the previous approval 
of the Planning Board. The provisions of the act 
concerning commercial signs do not cover the urban 
zone included in the zoning map. Nonconforming 
Signs must be removed in five years. The act will 
be in effect for five years. 


SLUM CLEARANCE MANUAL 


The Housing and Home Finance Agency has just 
published a manual of policies and requirements 
for local public agencies participating in the 
slum clearance and urban redevelopment program 
authorized by Title I of the Housing Act of 1949. 
This is an essential document for any person, agency 
or community engaged in a slum clearance progran. 
The material prepared to date consists of an in- 
troduction, a definition of terms, a chapter dealing 
with the basic objectives of Title I and their 
relation to national housing policy and national 
defense, a chapter on the organizations and re- 
sponsibilities of local public agencies, as well 
as chapters dealing with financial aid, planning 
requirements and community planning, selection 
of areas for survey, delineation of project areas, 
and redevelopment planning. Other chapters and 
sections will appear from time to time. 


FLORIDA PLANNING AND ZONING ASSOCIATION 


Florida planners and zoners have organized 
the Florida Planning and Zoning Association to 
serve as a medium for inter-change of information 
and for furnishing mutual assistance. At the first 
official meeting a constitution was adopted and 
the following officers elected: President, George 
Simons, Jr., planning consultant, Jacksonville; 
Vice President, R. F. Cook, Director, Dade County 
Planning, Zoning and Building Department, Miami; 
Secretary-Treasurer, Frederick H. Bair, Jr., Super- 
visor, Development Division, Florida State Improve- 
ment Commission, Tallahassee. 





San Diego, California: a 
Technician. Salary $4,110 - $5,004. Qualifica- 


tions: degree in city planning, architecture 
or engineering, plus one year of experience in 
some phase of public planning. Closing date for 
filing application is July 313; examination to 
be held at San Diego August 7. Write to San 
Diego City Civil Service, Room 453 Civic Center, 
San Diego, California. 
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1951 NATIONAL PLANNING CONFERENCE 


RAM 


"PLANNING IN THE 1950's" will be the theme of the 1951 
National Planning Conference. There are a number of 
fundamental and crucial problems which planners will 
have to face in the next decade. What will be the 
role of planning in the 1950's? How shall we train 
the planners we need? 

What will ten years of a war or near-war economy 
do to the civilian standard of living? What would the 
utilization of atomic energy for peaceful purposes do 
to the economy of the country? What are new indus- 
trial concentrations doing to our cities? What is the 
relation of emergency planning and a comprehensive 
plan? These are some of the problems ahead in city 
planning. These are problems we are scheduling for 
discussion at the forthcoming National Planning 
Conference. 

There are important new developments in the field 
of zoning. A session will be devoted to changing 
trends in industrial zoning. There will also be, of 
course, ASPO's popular perennial, the Zoning Round 
Table. 

Suburban commmities have special problems, many 
of which require a solution on a regional basis (if 
the problems are to be solved realistically). How can 
this be effected? What is being accomplished in 
"urban" regional planning? What about regional plan- 
ning in rural areas? This is another session sched- 
uled for the 1951 conference. 

A very special session scheduled for planning 
commissioners only will be devoted to a discussion of 
"The Commissioner's Role in a Planning Program." All 
planning commissimers are cordially invited to attend 
this special session which will be held Tuesday 
evening, October 16th. 

Many communities are currently receiving planning 
assistance from universities and from state planning 
agencies. What form of aid is being, or should be, 
provided? A critique of aids to local planning is 
included in the conference progran. 

An innovation this year, which we anticipate will 
be extremely popular and beneficial, will be a series 
of planning clinics offering the conference delegates 
an opportunity to discuss in informal small sessions, 
with experts in the field and with other planners, 
such subjects as traffic planning surveys, slum clear- 
ance arid urban redevelopment under Title I, planning 
recreation areas, capital improvement programs, plan- 
ning aspects of public health, shopping centers, etc. 

These are a few of the high spots of the 1951 
National Planning Conference. Details regarding 
sessions and speakers will be announced shortly. 


SPECIAL ACTIVITIES 


There will be fun at the National Planning Confer- 
ence. A fine program of entertainment is being 


NEWS LETTER MASTHEAD DESIGNS 





arranged by the local Conference Committee. This 
will include a program of special activities for 
wives of the delegates. A block of tickets have 
been reserved for a football game on Sunday after. 
noon, October 14th. More about this later. The 
post-conference sight seeing trip, which will be 
on Thursday, October 18th, will take in the many 
nationally famous planning, housing and industria] 
developments in the Pittsburgh area. There are 
an unusual number of interesting and important 
things to be seen - redevelopment of the "Golden 
Triangle," Chatham Village, Gateway Center, the 
Greater Pittsburgh Airport, the Penn-Lincoln High- 
way and a number of other major projects will be 
visited. 


PLANNING FILMS 


A number of motion picture films on planning have 
been shown at the ASPO National Planning Confer- 
ences in 1949 and 1950. These sessions have been 
extremely popular and we plan to show planning 
films again this year. We are previewing some film 
for possible showing in Pittsburgh. As a number of 
you may not have seen some of the films shown in 
previous years, we will be glad to present again 
those which are of most interest to the members. 
If you would like to see any of the planning films 
mentioned below at the forthcoming Conference in 
Pittsburgh please let us know immediately. 

THE CITY -- one of the most celebrated and suc- 
cessfifl films on planning. 

NEW TOWN -- a short and humorous technicolor 
cartoon. 

PLAYTOWN USA -- how a community organized 4 
recreation program. 

THE WAY WE LIVE -- the conception of a plan 
for the reconstruction of Plymouth, England. 

CLEAN WATERS -- proper sewage treatment to 
prevent the menace of water pollution. 

PUERTO RICO USA -- the outstanding industrial 
activities of the new Puerto Rico. 





EXHIBITS 


Special exhibits of master plans and planning proj- 
ects in the Pittsburgh area and in other sections 
of the country will be featured at the Conference. 
The details regarding this exhibit will appear in 
the next issue of the News Letter. The chairman 
of the 1951 National Conference Exhibit Committee 
is Frederick Bigger, Chairman, City Plan Commis- 
sion, 919 City-County Building, Pittsburgh 19, 
Pennsylvania. 

There will also be exhibits prepared by several 
commercial firms of their services or products 
which will show the most up to date tools and tech- 
niques useful to planners. 





A number of designs have been submitted for a new masthead for the ASPO News Letter. 


> 


Severa: of them 


are reproduced on the opposite page, in order that you may have a voice in the final selection of the win- 


ning design. There will also be a second prize and an honorable mention award. 
Nominations must be received in the ASPO office by August 15. We 


please refer to the designs by number. 


In stating your selections, 


will welcome your comments on these mastheads designs, as well as your choice of the winners. 
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ANOTHER OPPORTUNITY LOOMING. WHAT WILL WE DO WITH IT? 
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A REPORT TO ASPO MEMBERS 








The financial statement of the Society for ths So 1950 has been pretty satisfying. We think 
year 1950 has not yet reached us. On the basis of that with continuous effort on the part of our sat- 
the financial statement for the end of November, we isfied PLANNIN) ADVISORY SERVICE and ZONING DIGEST 
estimate that we will end the year with a deficit subscribers, and continuous effort on the part of 
of approximately $2,000, rather than the deficit of the directors, we will be completely self-sufficient 
$10,000 which ve anticipated at the beginning of the in 1951, so that it will not be necessary to go in- 
year. This, we think, ie « very remarkable record. to our reserve. We aren't satisfied, however, in 
1951 was the first year ASPO was on its own. It is the ASPO staff, that we are giving as good service 


as the members are entitled to. We sometimes had 
to delay a special research project. We'd like to 












get the ansvers to you faster, and, in some instances, 
we would like to have the answers more complete. 








3 Thies means that we are going to have to add staff, 













assuming that we can find the room for additional 
personnel We don't intend to stand still. We are 
going to continue to be the militant organization 
we have always been, providing progressive leader- 
ship for planning, but we're going to do it better. 









to the members of the Board of Directors. ASPO mea- 
bers vill be surprised to know, for example, that 
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NEWS LETTER ‘ 


THE PLANNERS FACE NO EASY TASK We cannot expect that movements of people vill 


follow past patterns. The 1940 census showed a 

comparatively emll increase in population for most 

These are not easy days for the planner. Con- of our central cities. It showed that a number of 
erned as he ie with Inman beings and their needs, the them had either declined slightly in population from 
planner must perforce kmow « great number of things 1930 or were just holding their own, while the sur- 
about people. Be needs to know how many people are to rounding suburbs in most metropolitan areas showed 



















& vbole.” 


“as genere! 


(a) A re- 


be served in any particular area vhere he is vorking, substantial increases in population. On the basis J 
whether it be a city, a county, @ metropolitan area, of this census, it was generally stated that most 
ra state. But the planner needs to know much more large American cities had probably reached their 
than tust the numbers of veople who now live and who maximum grovth. Then came the war with the tremen- 
ious movement of the population and our 1940 theories 
were knocked into a cocked hat. The Pacific Coast 
showed an unexpected and undreamed of population 
6 Increase in the 1990 census. The future limit of 
that growth will probably be that set by economic 
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I said to the person in the ASPO office who is in 
charge of this particular file, "We seem to have a 
considerable number of applicants for jobs. Why are 
there eo many applicants in this file when there are 
so many jobs to be filled?" The answer given to me 



















been spent in some other field. It may be archi- 
tecture or engineering, or landscape architecture. 
There are instances where people with planning de- 








grees have spent lees than 10 per cent of their time 
an planning as such, and have learned a good deal 
in their “basic professional field” which isn't par- 
ticularly valuable in a planning office. Some of 
those men and women are having « difficult time get- 
ting planning jobs. While many planners have come 
from other professions, recent graduates are at 
some disadvantage in competition with graduates of 
planning schools where practically all of the time 
has been spent on planning as such. That fact gust 
be faced. I know that som of them wonder why they INCEMENTS 











PERSONALS 


Norris C.-Andrews, planning director of the 
New Haven City Planning Commission, has been awarded 
the Parsons Memorial Medal for distinction in the 
field of group or city planning by the Yale School 
of the Fine Arts. 





John W. Ault has joined the staff of the Provi- 
dence City Plan Commission as associate planner. 





Karl J. Belser, associate professor of archi- 
tecture at the University of Oregon, has been ap- 
pointed senior planner on the staff of the Santa 
Clara County Plaming Commission, effective Jume 15th. 





Vice President Ernest J. Bohn of Cleveland, 
Ohio, has been honored by Western Reserve University 
through the bestowal of the honorary degree of Doc- 
tor of Laws. 





William L. Collins of Port Huron has been ap- 
pointed city planning technician for the city of 
Pontiac, Michigan. 





Roger Creighton has been appointed planning di- 
rector in Fortland, Maine. 





W. J. Evans has been appointed city planning 
engineer for the city of Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 





William Finley has accepted a position as as- 
sistant director of planning in Richmond, California. 





C. David Loeks, formerly assistant city plan- 
ner with the City Planning Board, St. Paul, Minne- 
sota, has been appointed city planner and executive 
secretary of the Board of Zoning. 





Richard May, with the Department of City Plan- 
ning in New York, has been granted a Fulbright 
scholarship for study in Europe. He will leave in 
July and will study in London. 





Albert B. McCulloch has been appointed staff 





PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE 


"Zoning for Group Housing Developments" 
is the subject discussed in the June 1951 In- 
formation Report (No. 27) prepared for sub- 
scribers to PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE. 

Existing and proposed zoning ordinance 
provisions governing multiple-unit housing 
location, lot coverage and density standards 
are described. Requirements for off-street 
parking and recreation areas are also included. 
Flexibility of design in site planning and 
planned neighborhood developments are made pos- 
sible in some of the ordinances reported. The 
bulletin includes tables comparing density 
standards and the minimum area to which the 
zoning provisions apply. Court decisions are 
also given. 








Planning and Zoning Commission. 





Seward H. Mott has resigned as director of the 
Urban Land Institute, and has established his om 
firm of Seward H. Mott Associates in Washington, D.C, 





Oran W. Noble has been appointed assistant plan- 
ner of the Paterson, New Jersey, Planning Board. 





Miss Tess Sedweek, of the Erie County Planning 
Board, has resigned to take a position as consul- 
tant with the New York State Thruway Authority, 
beginning July lst. 





Burton Sparer, recent graduate in planning at 
the University of North Carolina, has joined the 
staff of the Springfield, Ohio, Planning Commission 
as junior planner. 





Arthur L. Spencer, who recently obtained his 
master's degree in city planning at the University of 
California, has been appointed associate planner with 
the Fresno County, California, Planning Commission. 





Seymour Stillman, formerly director of planning 
and redevelopment for the Buffalo Municipal Housing 
Authority, is now affiliated with the consultant 
firm of Community Housing and Planning Associates, 
Inc. of New York City. He will supervise the activi- 
ties of this firm in New Jersey and Pennsylvania. 





Max Wehrly has been appointed executive direc- 


tor of the Urban Land Institute. 





R. C. Ashton, division engineer of the 
Communities Facilities Service at the Chicago 
Regional Office of HHFA, died om May 29th, after 
several months' illness. He was fifty years of 
age. He spent the last sixteen years with the 
Federal Government. 








ZONING DIGEST 


One of the cases discussed in the June, 
1951 ZONING DIGEST is a decision holding that 4 
nonconforming industrial use in a residential 
district may be assessed higher than surround- 
ing residential property. In another decision, 
a setback line was held legal, even though not 
part of the zoning ordinance. Another decision 
points out that zoning ordinances must be kept 
up to date with changing conditions and new uses. 
The case deals with the question of whether 4 
large motor vehicle garage building is within 
the definition of a freight terminal as used in 
the 1925 ordinance. Zoning decisions are reported 
from Connecticut, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, 





Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, New Jersey, 
New York, Pennsylvania, South Carolina and Texas. 








66 





PLAN 


r 
planner with the Louisville and Jefferson County Prepar 


————— 


moke 
Appel. 
Count; 
Defen: 
a por 
a par’ 
The le 
the a 
whats: 
iods ¢ 
hour | 
that | 
as pu 
or (b 
view 1 
descr: 











PLANNING LEGAL NOTES 





et al., 


f th People v. International Ssoke (Smog) Control Held Lerehe Corp. 
. Los Angeles 


Rapered by Walter H. Blucher 
unt y 

pmoke_(Smog) Control Held Legal. Smo ont 

Appellate Department, 


Superior Court, 


hour which is: (a) As dark or darker in shade as 
that designated as No. 2 on the Ringelmann Chart, 
ng at as published by the United States Bureau of Mines, 
4 the | (b) Of such opacity as to obscure an observer's 
| view to a degree equal to or greater than does smoke 


‘on | County, California, January 25, 1951, 226P. 2d 587. 
on Defendants were convicted on charges of violating 
plan- a portion of the Health and Safety Code, which is 
rd , apart of the law for the control of air pollution. 
i The law provides "A person shall not discharge into 
nning | the atmosphere from any single source of emission 
neu]. ) whatsoever any air contaminant for 4 period or per- 
rity, | iods aggregating more than three minutes in any one 
[ 


sees described in subsection (a) of this section." 
The law was attacked on the ground that it sets 
a his } forth no ascertainable standard of guilt and is fatal- 
ity of | ly uncertain, by reason of its reference to the 
- with ; Ringelmann Chart for the description of the forbidden 
eng | air contaminant. The court was of the opinion that it 
was permissable for a statute to refer to a standard 
xnning | established by the United States Bureau of Mines. 
using It was also urged that the statute is unreason- 
‘tant able and discriminatory because, under it, one who 
sahian discharges an air contaminant only slightly below the 
std oie, prescribed limit of color is exempt from the prohibi- 
in tion, even though he might continue his operation long 
enough to discharge more contaminant into the air than. 
Airec- fe who continues for only a short time beyond the 
three minute minimum. In answer to this the court 
said, "This is only another way of saying that the 
— line between permission and prohibition is drawn in 
the the wrong place or that no such line can be drawn. 
| But the drawing of such a line is very largely a mt- 
rat | ter of legislative discretion, the exercise of which 
t will not be reversed by the courts unless abused..." 
ys The court quoted from an earlier case in which a 
. statement was made that "the line must be drawn 
| somewhere or there can be no classification..." 
— It was further contended that the witnesses 
——, | “io testified were not experts because they had 
) failed to use the Ringelmann Chart. The court 
pointed out, however, that the witnesses had at- 
_— tended a school where they were trained to "read 
a“ 4 smoke" and have acquired the ability to estimate 
tial | | the opacity and color of smoke. 
yund- 


per Subdivisions: Initiated Ordinance Requiring In- 
’ stallation of Sewers and Water Held Valid. 


Pee 2 Mefford v. City of Tulare et al., District 
kept Court of Appeal, Fourth District, California, March 
908. 19, 1951, 228 P, 847. Plaintiff is the owner of a 
eo @ 3 acre tract of land in the city of Tulare which 
chia | i it desires to subdivide. In February, 1949, the 
se | voters of the city of Tulare voted upon and passed 


seal a2 ordinance which had been proposed by way of an 

initiative petition. The ordinance required that 
icky, subdividers of any acreage shall furnish a profile 
reey; mp showing proposed subdivision drainage, etc., 
ezas. €nd shall furnish and install their owa sewer and 















water facilities within the boundaries of the sub- 
division at the expense of the owner or subdivider. 
The lower court held the ordinance to be invalid, 
on the ground that the city of Tulare had no power 
to initiate such a measure. 

The district court of appeal, in overruling 
the trial court, held that the city had such power 
under its charter and within the terms of the sub- 
division map act. 


Redevelopment Law of Tennessee Held Constitutional. 

Nashville Housing Authority v.Cityof Nashville, 
Supreme Court of Tennessee, March 9, 1951, 237 S.W. 
2d 946. This was a suit brought to test the con- 
stitutionality of the urban redevelopment act of 
Tennessee, passed by the legislature in 1945. (Chap- 
ter 114 of the Public Acts). Objections were raised 
to the constitutionality on the ground that the 
grant of the exercise of the power of emminent do- 
main was in violation of the constitution: that the 
sale or lease of property to private corporations and 
private persons contravenes the constitution, etc. 

The court held that an enterprise does not lose 
the character of a public use because the service 
furnished may be limited to a comparatively small 
part of the public. The court upheld the constitu- 
tionality of the act. 





City Has Right To Prevent Moving Of Building Onto 
Property Within City. 


Nishkian et ux. v. City of Long Reach et al., 
District Court of Appeal, Second District, Division 
1, California, April 25, 1951, 230 P. 24156. Plain- 
tiff owned real property in the city of Long Beach. 
He desired to move a former army barracks from 
another area and put it upon his Long Beach lots. 

A city ordinance of the city of Long Beach 
provides that one desiring to move structures along 
the streets must apply for a permit; that the city 
building inspector must then post notices on the 
property to which it is proposed to move the build- 
ing and that persons owning property within a radius 
of 300 feet of the proposed new location may protest 
to the council, whereupon the city council must hold a 
hearing and decide whether or not to grant a permit. 

The ordinance provides that the permit shall 
be denied if the city council finds that it will 
result in a violation of any city or county or 
state law, or greatly inconvenience any considerable 
number of persons, or will violate or disturb the 
public welfare, safety or peace. 

The council, after the hearing, denied the 
permit. 

The superior court granted a writ of mandate, 
commanding the city council to grant the permit. 

The court of appeal, in reversing the lower 





court, held that although the record before the 
council was inadequate and unsatisfactory, the evi- 
dence is sufficient to support a finding that moving 
this old barracks into the neighborhood would violate. 
and disturb the public welfare of the city of Long 
Beach. 
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Planning Literature 


TOWARD NEW TOWNS FOR AMERICA. Clarence S. Stein, 
Published by the University Press of Liverpool, 
Liverpool, England. Distributors for the Western 
Hemisphere: Public Administration Service, 1313 
E. 60th Street, Chicago 37, Illinois. 1951. 2h5 
pp.illus.maps,tables,charts. $5.00. (Clarence 
Stein. played an important part in the design and 
building of Sunnyside Gardens, Radburn, Chatham 
Village, Pittsburgh, Baldwin Hills Village, and some 
of the other well-planned communities and housing 
projects in America. The experience set forth in 
this book will, if read and followed, help to avoid 
some of the mistakes which have crept into housing 
projects built subsequent to the developments de- 
scribed. The book, which is profusely illustrated, 
is one of the most important contributions to plan- 
ning literature we have had in years. There is a 
foreword by Lewis Mumford.) 


ACTIVITIES OF 1950. Right-of-Way Committee, Ameri- 
can Association of State Highway Officials, 917 
National Press Building, Washington 4, D. C. Decem- 
ber 1950. 136pp.mimeo.illus. (Contains a very 
interesting discussion of "A New Look at the Road- 
side Problem." No punches are pulled.) 


CLINTON MASTER PLAN. The Clinton Municipal Plan- 
ning Commission, City Hall, Clinton, Tennessee; C. 
S. Kincaid, Chairman. October 1950. 29pp.illus. 
maps,table,chart. $1.50 from City Recorder. (A 
substantial part of the plan has already been com- 
pleted. It is a product of community interest, 
with some technical assistance.) 


BERKELEY NEIGHBORHOODS. Berkeley City Planning 
Commission, City Hall, Berkeley, California; Corwin 
R. Mocine, Director of Planning. October 1950. 
25pp.tables,maps. (In simple language, describes 
the development of a neighborhood pattern. Report 
is designed for community participation in the plan- 
ning progran. ) 


ABOUT - MASTER PLANS. Prepared by The Springfield 
Taxpayers' Association, Inc., Springfield, Mass.; 
Leo F. Hunderup, President. 1951. (A compend- 
ium of definitions of master plans.) 


LOCATIONAL COSTS IN INDUSTRIAL DISTRICTS OF GREATER 
KANSAS CITY. City Plan Commission, 15th Floor City 
Hall, Kansas City 6, Missouri; Louis S. Rothschild, 
Chairman. 83pp.tables,maps,graphs. $2.00. 


UNIVERSITY REDEVELOPMENT AREA PLAN. City Planning 
Commission, 18th Floor, Market Street National Bank 
Building, Juniper and Market Streets, Philadelphia 
7, Pennsylvania; Edward Hopkinson, Jr., Chairman. 
September 1950. 25pp.illus.maps,tables. 


TOWN PLANNING IN SOUTH AMERICA. P. L. Wiener - J. 
L. Sert. Reprinted from L'Architecture d'Aujourd'hui. 
May 1, 1951. 56pp.illus.maps. $2.50. Available 
from American distributor, Wittenborn and Company, 
38 East 57 St., New York 22, N. Y. 
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ASPO receives more than 600 planning books, pamphlets and reports each month. a 
It is possible to mention only a very limited number and to do justice to only a few 


of them. Copies may be secured from publishers. ASPO does not have copies for 
distribution 


THE DETROIT MASTER PLAN. City Plan Commission, %h 
Floor Griswold Building, 1214 Griswold Street, De- 
troit 26, Michigan; George F. Emery, Planning Di- 
rector. Unpaged,illus.maps. 1951. $5.00. (Con- 
sists of sections on land use, public education, rec- 
reation, public service facilities, trafficways, re- 
development and public housing, riverfront, cultur- | 
al center and civic center. The various sections 
are available separately at prices ranging from 2h | 
to $1.50. A beautiful job of map presentation.) 


TO 
DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR NEW JERSEY. Planning Section, — 
Division of Planning and Development, New Jersey Ve 
Department, of Conservation and Economic Development, — 
520 East State Street, Trenton 7, New Jersey; Charles ( 
R, Erdman, Commissioner. Russell Van Nest Black, 
Planning Consultant. 1950. 35pp.map,biblio. $1.00. | SEF 
(The first state to prepare an outline development | 
plan for the entire state.) 
{ 
THE STATES AND NATIONAL DEFENSE. Proceedings of the | 
Fourth Annual Technical Seminar for State Planning | 
and Development Agencies, November 13-16, 1950. 
Jointly sponsored by the Association of State Plan- 
ning and Development Agencies and the Area Develop- que 
ment Division of the U.S. Department of Commerce. qua 
Obtainable only from the U.S. Department of Commerce, 195 
Washington 25, D. C. 92pp. $1.50. (For the first pe 
time appearing in printed form, these proceedings vis 


| 

} 

} 

| 

} 
are especially interesting from the standpoint of | loc 
the states' role in national defense. ) the 
CITIES AND TOWNS OF ILLINOIS. A Handbook of Com- ae 
munity Facts. Karl B. Lohmann, Professor of City | 
and Regional Planning, University of Illinois. The | 
University of Illinois Press, Urbana, Illinois. 1951. 
110pp.illus.maps,tables. $2.50. (A charming little 
book dealing with the history of Illinois’ early | 
towns, waterways and railroads, etc. Contains a 
list of Illinois municipalities having planning com- 
missions and zoning ordinances. ) le 
WATER POLLUTION IN THE UNITED STATES. Public Health 
Service Publication No. 64. Federal Security Agency. | 
U. S. Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. 
C. 44pp.illus.maps,charts,tables. 35¢. (Facts and | 
figures on municipal and industrial sources of pol- 
lution. Estimates over 2500 municipal sewage treat- | 


ment plants with inadequate capacity; over 1500 


unsatisfactorily operated municipal sewage treat- 
ment plants.) 


po 
FINAL REPORT OF MAYOR'S FACT FINDING COMMITTEE FOR 

FLINT CIVIC IMPROVEMENT. Robert E. White, General ai 
Chairman, City Hall, Flint, Michigan. February 23, th 
1951. Unpaged,mimeo.tables. an 
HOUSING, CITY PLANNING AND OUR SCHOOLS. Citizens | 4, 


Planning and Housing Association, 319 N. Charles 
Street, Baltimore 1, Maryland. August 1950. 23pp- 5 = 
mimeo. (Suggestions on how to bring to school 
children an understanding of housing and city plan- 
ning as major community problems.) 








